CALVARY LUTHERAN CHURCH

THE LUTHERAN CHURCH-MISSOURI SYNOD

Sunday Divine Services:  8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

 Bible Class and Sunday School:  9:15 a.m.
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February - March 2012

Dear Christian Friends, 

The December-January newsletter began a new topic for this year’s series of opening articles: Baptism. In the series’ first article, we were reminded of the foundational truth confessed in answer to the question, “What is Baptism?” Baptism is not man’s work, but God’s… thus, “water included in God’s command and connected with God’s Word” bestows upon you God’s work – the blessings that flow from the merits of Christ’s sacrifice upon the cross. 

That leads to our next question: What are these blessings? Otherwise stated, “What benefits does Baptism give?” The Small Catechism teaches us,

“It works forgiveness of sins, rescues from death and the devil, and gives eternal salvation to all who believe this, as the words and promises of God declare” (SC, IV, II).

In short, baptism saves the sinner by applying to the sinner all the benefits once earned by Christ Crucified, that He might forever give them. Peter writes emphatically, “Baptism now saves you!” Why? Not because it is a matter of external symbolism (a washing of the body), but because it is a matter of a ‘good conscience toward God’ – possible only because our conscience need not be burdened by our sin, but may rest in forgiveness, rescue from death and the devil, and eternal salvation, as the words and promises of God declare. Peter goes on to say that Baptism “saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.” Baptism attaches your hopes for victory to the completed victory of Christ!


In that victory, you have forgiveness of sins: “Be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins” (Acts 2). In victory, you are rescued from death and the devil: “[God] has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son He loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins” (Col. 1:13-14). In victory, you are given eternal salvation: “Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved” (Mark 16:16). 

The Large Catechism says it this way: 

The power, work, profit, fruit, and purpose of Baptism is this – to save. For no one is baptized in order that he may become a prince, but, as the words say, that he “be saved.” We know that to be saved is nothing other than to be delivered from sin, death, and the devil. It means to enter into Christ’s kingdom, and to live with Him forever (LC, IV, 24-25).

This is what it means to be clothed in God’s name and to ‘put on’ Christ. Now, we can see why Luther thought so highly of making the sign of the cross. While it is a matter of Christian freedom and ought not be imposed on anyone, Luther cherished such a sign because it constantly reminded the Christian of how highly and preciously one should prize that he has been covered in Christ in his Baptism, “because in it we receive such an unspeakable treasure” (LC, IV, 26).

Friends, rejoice in your Baptism! Through it, the salvation of the cross is made yours: “He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit” (Titus 3:5).
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In Christ,
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Lent Midweek Schedule

Wednesdays, 4pm and 7pm
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The Suffering Servant
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A meditation upon Isaiah’s Prophecy
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Isaiah 52:13-53:12

+

  +

  +

+  HOLY WEEK SERVICES  +
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at Calvary Lutheran Church
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PALM SUNDAY,  April 1st

8:00 am – The Divine Service

10:30 am – The Divine Service

[image: image10.png]



HOLY THURSDAY,  April 5th

7:00 pm - The Divine Service
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GOOD FRIDAY, April 6th

1:00 pm – A Service of Readings of Our Lord’s Passion

7:00 pm – Tenebrae, Service of Darkness
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EASTER SUNDAY, April 8th

8:00 am- Easter Festival Divine Service

10:30 am – Easter Festival Divine Service

+ LUTHERAN EDUCATION AT CALVARY +

SUNDAY ADULT BIBLE CLASS   Our topic, 1 Corinthians: “Corinth and Kane”, continues in February and March. In February, we discuss chapters concerning the brotherly relationship between Christians. In March, Paul’s letter guides a discussion of the Lord’s Supper.  All are encouraged to attend! Miss a Sunday? Listen ‘on demand’ at www.clce.org.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS  During the months of February and March, our children learn various accounts of the gospels, memorize Bible verses, learn the Small Catechism, and sing hymns – both in the classroom and for Sunday services. Offerings will be given to the Lutheran Heritage Foundation and its work of translation throughout the world. Sunday School is for all children ages 3 to 5th grade.

NURSERY  The nursery is available during the Sunday Bible Study hour for children, ages 0-2, whose parents desire to attend Pastor’s adult class. All parents are encouraged to take advantage of this opportunity!

CONFIRMATION CLASS  As catechetical instruction continues, students are reminded to attend both Wednesday and Sunday morning classes. Note: During Lent, class sessions, which follow Wednesday services, will conclude at 8:40pm. 

“ALL SAINTS” BIBLE STUDY  All Saints meets Tuesdays at 10:30 in the Gathering Room. We’ve been studying the ‘catholic’ (general) epistles, and will study Jude and 1 John in the months to come. If you haven’t yet attended an All Saints class, please know you’re always welcome!

WOMEN’S MORNING BIBLE STUDY The Wednesday Women’s Bible Study is beginning a new topic entitled Joshua. We welcome new members. Meeting time is 9:30am. For additional information contact Delores Kramer.

BOOK OF CONCORD STUDY 

MEN: Some 12-15 men meet for the regular study of the Lutheran Confessions. Our sessions will continue every third Saturday during February and March (next session – Feb. 11, 9:00 – 10:30) as we study the Apology and enjoy coffee and donuts. All men are invited to join us! Contact Pastor for more information.

WOMEN: Approximately 15 ladies of Calvary gather for regular study of the Book of Concord, meeting every third Saturday during February and March (next session – Feb. 4, 9:00 – 10:30). Accompanied by our coffee and donuts, we will soon be finishing the Large Catechism and beginning the Smalcald Articles. All ladies are invited! Contact Pastor for details.

Not available for Saturday Book of Concord studies? Now you can listen on-demand at www.clce.org. Audio downloads are available on the ‘Education’ page.

+ ANNOUNCEMENTS +

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING   Our next quarterly congregational meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 21, at 7:30pm. Please note: This is the 3rd Tuesday in February, not the normal 2nd Tuesday. All voting members of the congregation are encouraged to attend. 

BOOK CLUB BOOK REVIEW – RESCHEDULED Calvary’s Quarterly Book Club will meet on Friday, February 3 at 7:00pm.

JR. YOUTH SNOW DAY Winter days are here… well, they’re supposed to be here! Families of Calvary with children, age 12 or under, are invited to enjoy a day in the snow on Saturday, February 4. (If there is no snow, we’ll try again on February 11). Parents, grand-parents, children, friends can gather at Calvary at 1:00 and head to Wing Park to have some fun sledding and playing in the snow. Save some time to return to the church for hot chocolate and cookies! Please sign-up at the bulletin board in the hallway.

BOWLING AND PIZZA Calvary Evening Circle is hosting a Sunday afternoon Family and Friends Bowling and Pizza Party for Calvary’s members and friends on March 25, 2012 from 3PM – 6PM at Elgin Lanes.  A sign-up sheet is located on the table outside the church office.  Please sign up by Sunday, March 4.  Gutter Bumpers can be set up for families bowling with young children.  Children not bowling may sit with and watch their parents and siblings bowl. The cost per bowler is $12.50, which includes 2 games of bowling, shoe rental, pizza, pop, and a minimal donation to the Evening Circle.  We look forward to this fun filled Sunday afternoon. Join us!

EASTER LILIES  If you wish to purchase an Easter Lily to decorate our sanctuary, please sign up on the sheet located on the table in the narthex in late February. Plants can be picked up after the 10:30 service on Easter Sunday or sent to one of Calvary’s shut-in members. The cost is $12 per plant.  Deadline for ordering is March 25.  


Join Us for Lenten Dinners

Served between Services, 5:30 – 6:45pm

February 22

Hosted by the Ladies of the Evening Circle

March 28

Hosted by the Ladies of the Service Guild

IN HIS SERVICE—February


Altar Guild: Sue Rucks, Carol Kujak

Audio Recording:   Sal Garcia, Ralph Lienert, Dean Tjaden 

Stewardship:   TBD  

IN HIS SERVICE—March

	
	Date
	8:00 Service
	Date
	10:30 Service

	Elders
	3/4

3/7

3/11 

3/14

3/18 

3/21

3/25

3/28


	Chuck Traugott

Chuck Traugott (4pm)

Chuck Traugott

Chuck Traugott (4pm)

Chuck Traugott

Chuck Traugott (4pm)

Chuck Traugott

Chuck Traugott (4pm)
	3/4

3/7

3/11 

3/14

3/18 

3/21

3/25

3/28
	Steve Baker

Vic Kovachevich (7pm)

Steve Baker

Dan Johnson (7pm)

Vic Kovachevich

Steve Baker (7pm)

Vic Kovachevich

Vic Kovachevich (7pm)

	
	
	
	
	

	Ushers
	
	Jim Foerster

Bob Lindemann

Ed Taylor


	
	Joe Baker (4th & 11th)

Jeff Engvall

Jerred Engvall

Dan Fehrman

	
	
	
	
	

	Acolytes
	3/4

3/11 3/18 3/25
	Andrew Kovachevich

Justin Koukol

Hayley Johnson

Elder


	3/4

3/11 3/18 3/25
	Anthony Cappi

Michaela Taylor

Thomas Wiskirchen

Robby Fajardo



	
	
	
	
	

	Greeters
	3/4

3/11 3/18 3/25
	
	3/4

3/11 3/18 3/25
	


Altar Guild: Darlene Hahn, Karen Woolard, Tracy Wiskirchen


Audio Recording:   Sal Garcia, Ralph Lienert, Dean Tjaden

Stewardship:  TBD

OFFICIAL ACTS

Baptism: Joshua Christian Bestul, December 18

Adult Confirmation: Eric Vargas and David Cappi

Wedding: Dayna Beu and Eric Vargas, January 28

Transfer Out: Mr. & Mrs. Chris & Rebecca Rowan and children, to St. Peter’s, Schaumburg

Christian Funeral: Donald Larson, December 28

Christian Death: Gordon Andresen, January 22

Service Attendance:

	
	Early
	Late
	Total
	
	
	Early
	Late
	Total

	Nov 23  7pm
	
	97
	97
	
	Jan 1 
	66
	58
	124

	Nov 27
	87
	108
	195
	
	Jan 8
	81
	116
	197

	Dec 4
	99
	114
	213
	
	Jan 15
	89
	103
	192

	Dec 11
	74
	105
	179
	
	Jan 22
	88
	103
	191

	Dec 18
	108
	97
	205
	
	Jan 29
	TBD
	TBD
	TBD

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Advent & Christmas Midweek



	
	Nov 30
	69
	
	
	Dec 24
	124
	46
	170

	
	Dec 7
	72
	
	
	Dec 25
	138
	
	

	
	Dec 14
	50
	
	
	
	
	
	


ADMINISTRATIVE MEETINGS:

 Board of Elders:  Tuesday, February 7 and March 6, 7:00 p.m.

 Board of Trustees:  Monday, February 13 and March 12, 7:00 p.m.

 Sunday School Teachers: TBD

 Board of Christian Education: Sunday, Feb. 5 and March 4, 11:45 a.m. (tentative)

 Board of Evangelism:  Saturday, February 4 and March 17, 8:00 a.m.

 Tech Committee: TBD

 Congregational Meeting:  Tuesday, February 21, 7:30 p.m.

 Council Meeting: Tuesday, March 13, 7:30 p.m. 

FINANCIAL REPORT:

End of Year, 2011 

Total Income:  
 $304,647.47

Disbursements:  
256,971.98

  
       

         6,675.49   Adjusted (less down payment gifts of $41,000)

ORGANIZATIONS:

“IXTHUS” YOUTH GROUP (7th-12th grades):

· February 18: Hosted by the Wiskirchens, the group will attend a Saturday night Chicago Express hockey game at the Sears Center and watch the game from the comfort of box seats! The puck drops at 7:30… join us! Please make sure to sign up on the sheet that will be posted on the Youth bulletin board. 

· February 22, Lent begins: Youth members – as young adults in the congregation – are encouraged to take part in the congregation’s penitential meditation of Lent.


CALVARY SERVICE GUILD Activities:

On February 8th, there will be a noon luncheon meeting of Lutheran Child and Family Services at St. John’s, Elgin. Fund raiser is a “bakeless” bake sale.  Our February meeting will be on the 16th at 12:30 PM.  Sandy Kaptain, First Lady of Elgin, will be the speaker. Hostess is Connie Block.

Our March meeting will be on the 15th at 12:30 PM. The Director of Hawthorne Hills will be the speaker. Hostesses are Nancy Versluys & Susan Traugott. The special charity for the month is Lutheran Bible Translators.  We will serve a Lenten supper between services on March 28th.

We wish to thank everyone for participating with us again in supporting the CTS Christmas Emporium. We also thank all who assembled Shoe Box gifts for the homeless at the Elgin Wayside Center. Soap and shampoo are always needed and may be placed in the donations box in the narthex. The LCFS Christmas stocking item to be collected in February is a small doll and in March hair accessories. On behalf of the children, and those who care for them, we sincerely thank you for your generosity.

CALVARY EVENING CIRCLE On Tuesday, February 21st, we will meet at 7:00pm to set up for the Lenten Supper.  Hostess will be Patti Zollers. The Lenten Supper will be served from 5:15pm to 6:30pm on Wednesday, February 22nd. In March, we will have a regularly scheduled meeting on Tuesday the 27th.

LIFELIGHT BIBLE STUDIES Lifelight bible study meets periodically on Tuesday evenings, in members’ homes. Current meetings are scheduled for February 7, March 6 and March 20. If you’d like more information, please contact Dean Tjaden.

PRIMETIMERS next meeting will be Wednesday, February 15th at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Nesler Rd.  The program will be “Elgin – The Glory Days”, presented by Mike Alf.  The luncheon’s main course is chicken.  Please bring a dish to compliment the chicken.  We hope you will join us for a wonderful afternoon of faith and fellowship. 

THE BASKET OF BLESSINGS is an ongoing service project for Calvary. Layette items are needed to create baskets for donation to Lutheran Child and Family Services. LCFS will use these donations to provide for the foster babies for which they care. Donations may be placed in the basket located in the Narthex.


PRAYER REQUESTS Remember, Calvary’s Prayer Chain is active and prayer requests always are welcome. If anyone is interested in joining Calvary’s Prayer Chain, or if you have a prayer request, complete a Prayer Request Card, or call Kristy Kujak.     

PROJECT BLESS   Donations may be left in the donations box in the narthex.    

B – Batteries for hearing aids

L – Labels from Campbell’s products

E – Eyeglasses and cases

S – Soap (new only)

S – Shampoo (small bottles)

(Also, pull tabs from pop cans)

MEMORIALS

+ In loving memory of Viola McBride, mother of Wally McBride, memorials were donated by Mr. & Mrs. Dale Block, Mr. & Mrs. Dan Hoppmann, and Mr. & Mrs. Richard June             

+ In loving memory of Donald Larson, memorials were donated by Ms. Audrey Bauer, 

Mr. & Mrs. Ken Jones, and Mrs. Marlene Larson

THANK YOU 

“My family and I would like to thank everyone for your cards and prayers during my mother’s illness and memorial service. And a special thank you to Pastor Bestul for the wonderful service at the memorial.”   Wally McBride

“We would like to thank the members of Calvary for keeping our granddaughter, Kaitlyn Jansen, in prayer during her recent times of trouble. We thank our Lord for her recovery and her return to college.”  Lou Ellen & Phil Hansen

“I would like to thank everyone who called, sent cards, and offered prayers, especially Pastor Bestul, after my fall.  It is appreciated.”    Jim Foerster






Ash Wednesday, February 22	


	with the Lord’s Supper�



“Create in me a clean heart, O God”�
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Midweek II, February 29
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Our Sin… His Servant�
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Midweek III, March 7
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Our Sin… His Story�
�
Midweek IV, March 14
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Our Sin… His Sorrows�
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Midweek V, March 21
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Our Sin… His Silence�
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Midweek VI, March 28
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Richard June


Wally McBride
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�
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Acolytes�
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Andrew Kovachevich
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Daniel Baker
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Crucifer


Robby Fajardo
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Marty & Donna Dopke�
2/5
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Volunteers are appreciated!


Please sign up at


the bulletin board.





Volunteers are appreciated!


Please sign up at


the bulletin board.








